
 
NEWSLETTER 19, 29TH JANUARY 2016  
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
SAD NEWS 

Sadly we have been informed that Guy Hutchence, the inspirational Head of The East Manchester 
Academy, has tragically died from complications following an operation.  Our thoughts and prayers are 
with his wife and his family and we send our condolences to The East Manchester Academy staff and 
students.  He will be hugely missed and is a great loss. 
 
PARENT FORUM 

Manchester Academy’s Parent Forum was introduced in January 2013 and all parents who have children in 
the school are welcome to attend.  The meetings take place very half term and give parents the 
opportunity to meet key staff, listen to talks in relation to their children’s education and ask questions.   

The Parent Forum for this half term was on Wednesday 27th January and the topics covered were: 
Assessment; Key Performance Indicators (Without Levels); and 1-9 Grades for Year 9/Year 10 –English and 
Maths. 

The meeting went very well, the talks were informative and enjoyable, and over 50 parents attended. 
 
VISIT TO LIVERPOOL INTERNATIONAL SLAVERY MUSEUM 

On 28th January, a group of Year 8 students visited the International Slavery Museum in Liverpool.  We 
asked the pupils to write a paragraph about their visit and then put them together: 

“Yesterday we went on a trip to the International Slavery Museum and really enjoyed our time. We 
went through three different sections of the museum.  The first section showed what Africa was like 
before the slave trade.  We saw tools that people from Africa made and used; the kinds of homes they 
built and the rich culture they had.  
We then moved on to learn about life during the slave trade. It was heart breaking to learn how badly 
the slaves were treated.  We saw things such as the 'Yoke' which was a large wooden stick used to tie 
the slaves together by their necks.  We were also told about the different ways that the slaves 
attempted to resist. For instance: by setting plantations on fire so they wouldn't have to work on 
them.  
We sat in a room that had screens on all sides: it was a small room that made us feel claustrophobic. 
The room was showing us what it would be like to be on a boat during the Middle Passage.  It made 
us feel sad, confused and frightened, but the slaves must have felt even worse.  
Finally we came to the part of the museum that taught us about America after the slave trade.  We 
were shocked to learn about some of the ways that racism continued even after the slave trade.  We 
even learned about ways that slavery continues today.  For instance, through forced marriages for 
young girls or forced labour for children in other parts of the world.  
We had a taught session too, and the teacher from the Museum was really impressed at how we 
created presentations and did a market place activity on topics to do with slavery such as 
'stereotyping'.  We were able to see and hold items from the museum and teach each other about 
them. Overall, we thoroughly enjoyed our time and learned a lot!" 
 
Thanks to Miss Ayub and Miss Christopher for organising the trip. The pupils clearly learned a great 
deal from the experience. 

 



  
 

  

VISIT TO RAF LEEMING 

This week a group of students visited RAF Leeming where they had realistic mock interviews for careers in 
the RAF.  The pupils found the day both challenging and enjoyable.  Thanks to Mr Strickland. 
 
APPRENTICESHIP FAIR 

On 26th January, Manchester Academy held an Apprenticeship Fair for all Year 11 students and their 
parents/guardians. It was a fantastic turn out, with almost all Year 11 students attending the event - well 
done Year 11! 

Information and advice was available from several post-16 partners. This included information about a 
wide range of apprenticeship and traineeship offers.  Partners were able to talk to the students about their 
apprenticeship programmes and the options available after the completion of an apprenticeship - such as a 
higher apprenticeship or a degree.  Students were informed how apprentices at higher levels can even go 
on to become managers within companies!  Partners also provided information on how a student’s 
favourite subject can link to a future career or apprenticeship. 

Attendees included Carillion, Lloyds Banking Group, The Skills Company, Siemens, ANS, Laing O’Rourke, 
The Manchester College, Salford College, Stockport College and Trafford College. This meant that students 
were able to talk to a wide variety of people who had an extensive range of information and experiences of 
careers within Manchester and the UK. Therefore, no matter what career or apprenticeship the students 
were interested in, they were able to access information and advice to support their future plans.  
Students also gained vital experience of speaking to potential future employers.  

The business partner attendees all commented on how impressed they were with the students. The 
students asked specific and sensible questions related to their future. One business said “The event was 
great, and I was so impressed that the students all knew the area of interest they wanted to pursue”. Once 
again, well done Year 11! 

Some of the business attendees included current and previous apprentices, who were able to share their 
story and highlight the realities of becoming an apprentice.  Siemens’ apprentices even brought along an 
engineering demonstration for the students to be hands-on with.  This was brilliant for the students to gain 
a better understanding of what some engineering apprentices could become involved with.  

The apprenticeship fair was a great success and we would like to thank our partners for making it a 
wonderful and informative evening and our fantastic Year 11s who once again impressed Manchester 
Academy’s business partners! Thanks to Ms Bowen and Mrs Delfino for organising the event. 
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 

Every week the different subject departments select a student who has done exceptionally well and 
nominate them for Stars of the Week.  Each student receives ten merits and is invited to breakfast with the 
Principal on Friday. 

Student Form Subject Comment 

Yusra Akhter 10PNI Art 

Continued effort in her GCSE Art classes. She 
comes back after school every Thursday night 
for an extra three hours to complete work in 
her own time. 

Aleks Witek 11WMO Drama For getting an A* in Unit 2 - a great leaving 
present for Mrs McLellan- very proud! 

Warda Hafeez 7JKE 
English 

Both of these Year 7 girls have given up their 
lunch times over the previous week to build a 
mini library in the classroom - and have 
created a borrowing system. Tuleen Badran 7LBA 



  
 

  

Student Form Subject Comment 

A real pleasure to be around. 
Mohammed Al Roomee 9AKH Food Technology For always working hard in Food Technology 

Hemedan Rostam 7NAY Music Took leadership in his group work, and 
organised them well to performance 

Omar Binsuwedan 7DJN Spanish Great effort every lesson.   
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Wednesday 10th February Year 7 Progress Evening for Parents, 4.15-6.00 p.m. 
Friday 12th February School Closes for the Half Term Holiday.  Students return at 8.30 a.m. on 

Monday 22nd February, which will be Blue Week. 

 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
Mr A Griffin, Principal 
 


